THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

days profane and sacred F (fastus) denotes a
day on which the business of the state may be
performed, on which the praetor may say (fan)
the three words, do> d^co, add^co, which summed
up the decisions of the Roman law c (comi-
t^al^s) marks a day on which the legislative
assemblies (cofm^t^a) may be held it is by im-
plication F as well N (nefastus), on the other
hand, denotes the sacred day, consecrated to the
worship of the gods, on which therefore state-
busmess may not be transacted similarly the
very mysterious and much disputed sign w,
whether it differs in precise signification from N or
not, certainly marks a day of sacred character
EN, which occurs once in this extract (from
endotercisiis, the old Latin form of intercisus)
signifies a ' split' day (dies fissus), the beginning
and end of which were sacred, while the middle
period was free for business In the second
column also (in large letters in some of the other
Calendars) are named the ferwe pubhcae, the
great annual state-festivals, fixed for one par-
ticular day (feriae stat^vae) such, in this case,
are the Portunalia, Vinalia, and Consuaka

These fast^ were exhibited in the Forurn and
on the walls of temples, and the conscientious
Roman could have no possible difficulty in find-
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